Introduction
The main purpose of this chapter is to provide a comprehensive theoretical framework for the analysis of the role played by organized business interests in the evolution of the Mercosur.
From the empirical research conducted for this book, it has become clear that the theoretical analysis of, and critical reflection on, the current literature has to cover the domestic as well as the regional level of interest representation and articulation. Two distinct theoretical perspectives will be used as the two pillars which form the basis for the theoretical framework of the book.
First, it is important to reflect comprehensively on the existing literature covering the 'varieties of capitalism' debate and the role of organized business interests, which exists in Comparative Political Economy (CPE). Second, it will be important to include a comprehensive survey of the relevant literature on regionalization, regionalism and globalization, to bring into the analysis the analytical tools of International Political Economy (IPE).
1 By doing so, this chapter will, first, form the theoretical framework for connecting both approaches, CPE and IPE, to explain the role of organized business interests in the evolution of the Mercosur. Second, the chapter will show that to reflect on the role played by regional organized interests in processes of region-building, one has to use theories of CPE and IPE as lenses, which highlight different characteristics of the regional integration process. The theoretical framework of the book therefore builds on a growing body of literature in IPE that seeks to utilize the tools of both CPE and IPE to provide new insights.
2 As Dickins highlights, 'forward-looking IPE scholars of all types are calling for the integration of comparative and international political economy to create global political economy, new (inter national) political economy or, simply, political economy '. 3 In this context, the book looks specifically at organized business, and, more specifically, at the interplay between the domestic and the regional organized business interests and the evolving lines of cooperation and conflict between both levels. Moreover, the book argues for the need for new forms of regional governance and regional interest articulation and demonstrates that these new structures are already actively pursued or studied by the relevant business actors.
